TATE OF RHODE ISLAND AN %EOV‘;!DENCE PLANTATIONS
DEP&)ARTME” C)%" HEALTH

Safs and Heaitiy Lives in Safe and Healtiy Communiiies

BOARD OF MEDECAL LICENSURE AND - S
DISCIPLINE o -+ Mo.C0z-031

In the maﬁer of®
. Anne-Francis Nicol, M. D
. License number: MDD 9223; : : : :
T " Consent Order

Pursuant to RJI Gen.. Laws &5 37 52, 1956, as a:nende( (1999 Ree;ﬂactmema

o notiﬁcatlons were recewed by the B@ard of Medical wansure and . Dlsmpime that the -+

- Respondent may have violated RI.G.L. §5-37-5.1(19) and (26) of the medical practices

- act: The following are the Board's Fmdmus of Fact-and Conclusmns of Law: -

Findings of Facts and Conclusions ef Law:

i. The Respondent, Arne-Francis Nicol, M.D., has an E&ctive license to practice.
medicine in the s%‘.ate; of Rhc:)de Isiand. She has been practicing si.ncn% 1996,';
primarily in the field of psychiatry and is a graduvate of Ross University,
Schoo! of Mefhcn‘e S‘he‘ 1& not- board: cartiﬁ@d g ahy'-- iSp@@i&i‘Ey. -S‘né isij
currently engaged in the- practice of pain managernent at* Aubuchon Clinicai -
Associat.es,' 172 Pond S.treet,‘Wcionsocket., R,h'ade Island. ?revi.(;usljf; she
worked as. a fsychiaﬂ&st at the fv’orthern Rhode :Eslmld i‘ZOmfm.'mi:t:?y Mﬁ;entat
Healtl: Center in Woonsocket, Rhode Island. She has active medical licenses

in the states.of Indiana, Hawaii, and Rhode Islend.
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2. The Board of Medical Liceasure and Discipiine received rotification froni the
Roard of Pharmacy, certain commﬁnity pharmacies, the Woansocket Police. -
Depar%ment,: and the .Depar’im;ent of Atiorney - General indicating tnat the
Respondent appeared to be prescribing narcotic - pain medications

inappropriately. The Board of Medical Licensure and Discipline undertook a -

review of {:igh’t patfien}gi:}e:ltls;seleﬁcted’ for YeView pursuant tg:‘g};:e: gr}yestigaliibn: :,

of the Board. A summary; of the Board’s concerns are as follows: . . .

- a) - There 'is.an overall 1ack of docurentation for the justification .of such ¢

narcotic medications, such as OxyContin, Vicodin, and other analgesics;
by No pértiraéa“zﬁ}ab@ramry tests-are decume:nte:d; _

~¢) There is a iack of follow-up. documented in one case. of extreme
hypﬁrterisien;

d) In one case; there was an irrapz%rc>priate use n‘ledica'iior;s for weight loss;

e) No comprehensive review of previcus medical history or medical
examinéﬁoﬁ wa:.s document;,d by tEe Respondént;‘rand

f)y The office notes are psycho/social in nature and “had-an inadequate

medical component. ... .

3. The Board of Medical Ticensure and Discipline finds that the practice of pain

management by the Respondent does not meet the minimal standards of

acceptable practice and violates state law relating fo controlled substances as

delincated in R.LG.L. § 5-37-5.1(19)(26).



The parties agree as follows:

~ The Respondent ac¢mits to ‘the jurisdiction of the Board and hereby agrees to remain

under the jurisdiction of the Board.

(1)} . Respondent has. read this' Consent Order and understands that. it is a |

AT
b
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proposal of an Investigating Committee of the Board and is subject to the

final a;g;,pro'val of the Board. This Consent: Order is not bindi"ng on -

Resporident until final ratification by the Board.

Respondent hereby acknowledges.and waives:

a.:

‘The. right fo appear personally or by counsel or both before the

"‘Board;

The right to produce witnesses and evidence in his behall at a -
hearing;
The right to cross examine witnesses;

The right to have subpoenas issued by the Board;

The right:te further procedural steps: except for specifically .

coniained herein;

- Any and-all rights of appeat of this Consexit Ofder; 7 7 -

Any objection to the.fact.that this Consent Order will he presented . . .

to the Board for consideration and review;

Any objection to the fact that it will be necessary for the Board o™~

become acquainted with all evidence sertaining to this matter in

order to review adequately this Consent Order;

e



3)

)

(3)

)

®

i. Any 6bj ection to the factrthat potzntial bias against the Res:ponuc-!emf

may occur as a result of the prcsentation of this Consent Oréc‘ie:s'.: :
If the Consent Crder is not accepted by.the Respnndmt the [nvestigative,
Committee will recommend to the Board that-an Admlms*irame Heanng ”
be sche_dul_ﬁd with respect to any and all acts of alleged unprofessicnal

conauct.

Acceptance of this Consent Ordef coristitutes an admission by the

Rcsponda,nt of the. facts set forzh herein.

This Consent” Orde:a sha.il become pcart of the oubhc record of Ehls o

pmceedmg once it is accepted by all parties and by the Board,

Faliure o uomply with- ihw t,oﬁsem Order, when signed and ac;,epted :

shali subject the Respondent to further disciplinary action. .

The Respondent hereby agrye‘; to be barred from the use of Drl,,g
Eniorcement Agency gCthUiL«S I and Hi until further order of the Board
Further, the Respondent agjreeé that the Board will monitor her practice of
psychiat_ry .ff.)r a period : of; on;% (13 yeaf duriﬁg which fimé, thc
Respondent’s license to practice medicine wili be on probation for a

period ot one-(1} veer. -

The Rﬁ-spondem: shall undergo a clinical skzlis evaiuauon at the Coiorado*‘ SR

Physicians Evaluation Program or similar program approved in advance

with prior approval of the Board within on year of Ratification of this

order.




(9)  The Respordent shall cooperate fully wita the- clinical skills essessment
and shall execute all releases in order to facilitate communication with the

Board and the release of the report to the Board.

Signed this 7€ TA  dayof JWM € 2002

Ratified by the Board of Medical Licensure and Discipline at a meeting held
on Gﬂb{,;u_, /2 52002

i 4. mm) jib. wﬁ'
Patricia A. Nolan, MD, MPH '
Director of Health




